Legislative
Engagement




Agenda

 Why - Importance of staying engaged in the process
 How - Tools and technology to stay plugged in

 When - Know the right time to be heard



The Power of
Engagement

Making a difference in the process




* Legislators cannot be experts on everything that comes through their
committees or bills that are introduced

* Township officials are closest to the issues and people that are
directly impacted by state legislation

* Legislators want to hear from citizens

* Lobbyists are only part of the equation




“Every man owes a part
of his time and money to
the business or industry
in which he is engaged.

No man has a moral right
to withhold his support
from an organization
that is striving to
improve conditions
within his sphere.”

President Teddy Roosevelt
1908



Tools for
Engagement

Use the right tool for the right job

§



Resources

what you [ about natat latest forum contact property tax elimination

NORTH DAKOTA need us news measure

ABOUT

ASSOCIATION CALENDAR EVENTS TOWNSHIPS INFORMATION RESOURCES AWARDS LINKS Q

NDTOA Resources SERVING 6,000
« Website NORTH DAKOTA

* @Grassroots Newsletter

* Facebook




ND Legislative Branch Website
* Calendar

* Hearing Schedule

 Bill Tracking System

* Video feeds
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Legislative Branch



https://ndlegis.gov/

Come to Bismarck

* Let your legislator you will be visiting
* Contact your Association lobbyists

 Know the bills and issues you are
interested in

* Will you be testifying on a bill?




Timing is EVERYTHING

* Your contact with legislators, especially on a key township
bill can make a HUGE difference

 Emalils, phone calls/texts

* Where is the bill, what is the next step in the process




Legislative Process Basics

Bill introduced, assigned bill number and committee

Public hearing scheduled

Submit testimony

Email legislator on the committee
Deliver personal testimony
Watch hearing online

Committee vote

Bill sent to the floor and
scheduled for a floor vote

 Communicate with your
legislator

If bill passes (48 House, 24
Senate) it is referred to the
opposite chamber and the
process starts over



Unique North Dakota legislative quirks

* Bills can only be passed during the 80-day
Session every two years

* ALL bills get a vote in committee AND a vote on
the floor of the originating chamber




Mark your
calend

Save tHE Date ..
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Thank you

Larry Syverson, Executive Director

Cell: 701.430.1767; Email: larry.ndtoa@gmail.com
Scott Meske, Lobbyist

Cell: 608-516-9307; Email: scottjimeske@gmail.com
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